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of the Area, which have the exceptionally low densities of o« i o persons
or less per acre. Several of these contain large areas of private park
land, which have checked their agricultural development in the past,
and in at least two of them, Blenheim Park, which adjoins Wood-
stock, and Wytham, which adjoins Oxford, the policy of the principal
landowner has so far been to prevent suburban development.
Sex distribution.
In 1931 the population of the Survey Area consisted of 59,465
males and 62,426 females. There were thus 952 males for every 1,000
females. This excess of females is considerably less than that in
England and Wales as a whole, where the ratio was only 920 to
1,000. The difference between the local and national proportions
can probably be accounted for by three facts—the presence in Oxford
of the university, in which there is a large preponderance of males;
the importance of agriculture in the rural parts of the Area—for
agriculture is in England an occupation which almost exclusively
employs males; and the fact that the motor industry in Oxford is
largely staffed by males, and has attracted a large number of un-
married immigrants from outside the Area. These forces reflect
themselves in the relative distribution of males and females over the
Area. In the cruraT districts, 31 parishes out of 51 in Oxfordshire,
and 8 out of 24 in Berkshire, showed an actual preponderance of
males over females. These parishes were, with a few exceptions
such as Kidlington and Eynsham (both of which house numbers of
motor workers employed in Oxford), still almost completely agricul-
tural and had been little touched by residential development. In all
the 'urban* areas, if taken as units, there was an excess of females—
in Abingdon M.B. there were only 875 males to every 1,000 females;
but in the Cowley and Iffley ward, in the south ward, and in the west
ward of Oxford City there was a considerable preponderance of
males. These are, of course, the wards mainly affected by the in-
dustrial and undergraduate populations. In the Summertown and
Wolvercote ward there was an enormous preponderance of females
—only 733 males to every 1,000 females; this presumably reflects
the fact that this ward is mainly inhabited by fairly wealthy and
servant-keeping families. It may be compared with the Headington
ward, which is also mainly residential, but which is less wealthy;
here the proportion was only 924 to 1,000.
The recent changes in the character of the Area are also dearly
illustrated by a comparison of the sex distribution of the population
in 1921 and 1931. In 1921 the deficiency of males in the whole Area
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